
 
 

  FORHS AGM 14th May 2026 
Chair’s report  

 
I’m pleased to report another successful year for FORHS with the garden areas looking 
especially colourful this Spring, another award to celebrate the efforts of our volunteers 
and the inclusion of our station and the Hyde Loop line in the first wave of Bee Network 
management of the Greater Manchester rail network – our understanding is that this will 
happen in December this year and we are planning events to mark the occasion. 
 
I also emphasise, once again, our ongoing efforts to recruit new members, including 
people interested in taking on a formal role within our committee. We are very happy to 
welcome Peter Eccles who has accepted the role of Treasurer but we are still in need of a 
Secretary. Stuart Patrick, who performed this role with great effectiveness for many years 
continues, more than a year after he ‘retired’, to help out and to manage our membership 
and social media communications.  
 
I will repeat my plea from last year’s report! 
 
‘Anyone who appreciates what FORHS does and thinks they could be involved in any 
capacity at all can contact us (details at the end of this report) to talk about their ideas. All 
the administrative roles can be separated into smaller tasks and it isn’t necessary to attend 
formal meetings - though social contact would be nice - or to get involved in the physical 
labour of gardening.’ 
 
Gardens 
 

• The new steps have made a huge difference to our ability to work on the platform 
embankment and we are steadily managing the planting in that area 

• We continue to add home grown plants as much as we can. Contributions are 
always welcome. 
 

Community and Intergenerational mural 
 
The mural behind the orchard area was unveiled in 2018 and is now in need of 
refreshment and repair. We are grateful to Stuart Patrick who has gathered together the 
funds for this, for which we thank Northern, the Community Rail Network, TfGM and the 
Marple Area Committee and also the generous donation to our funds by the Marple 
Carnival 50/50 Fund. 
The renewal will be led by Tracy McGuinness-Kelly of Art Stop CIC who was instrumental 
to the success of the initial project and she will be helped by a small team including Pete 
Kelly of Marple Men in Sheds. 
The work is planned to take place over the summer and we will hold an event to welcome 
some new contributions and to tie also in with our welcome to the Bee Network.  
 
 
 



 
Award  
 
We are happy to report another award from the Cheshire Best Kept Stations committee, 
the TfGM award. The totem is displayed in the ticket office and last year’s award has 
joined the display on the station building walls. As ever, the Awards evening organised by 
CBKS was an enjoyable treat which those of us who attended much appreciated. It is 
inspiring to see the work of other Friends groups and we wholeheartedly add our 
congratulations to our neighbours, the Friends of Romiley Station who, this year, 
deservedly won the top award, Station of the Year.  
 
Passenger Counts 
 
We have continued to conduct our twice yearly count of passengers boarding and alighting 
trains at Rose Hill. These counts, together with those at Marple station, are analysed for us 
by Simon Temple and provide an illuminating picture, over the years, of passenger footfall 
and how this affected (adversely) by the reduction in our timetable. The latest analysis 
shows that ridership at Rose Hill increased from the previous year but is still only 50% of 
that in 2019. This reflects the loss of our regular half hourly service throughout the day and 
also the removal from the timetable of the weekday morning train which could be used by 
Marple Hall School students. 
We have to consider whether we can continue to conduct these counts due to the reduced 
number of people able to take part to cover all the arrivals and departures of the day. 
However, we do think the data provides us with good evidence to support our arguments 
for a full service throughout the day, evenings and weekends.  
 
Rose Hill Primary School Links 
 
We are pleased to be able to renew our opportunities for the school to be involved with our 
station. An art competition within school will soon produce new art work for the waiting 
room, with prizes for the winners. 
The school Eco group are keen to do some clearing and planting at the station and we will 
be very happy to have their involvement in our sustainability aspirations. 
 
Santa Arrival 
 
The December 2025 Santa event was, after all, a success with a lot of happy children, 
despite torrential rain during the whole period from Santa stepping off the train and also an 
inadvertent clash of dates with a school pantomime visit for some of the younger children. 
 
Arthur Procter 
 
Many local people will be aware of the sad news that Arthur Procter has died. Arthur was a 
skilled photographer and a kind and generous man who supported many local 
organisations, including the Friends of Rose Hill Station, by providing a photographic 
record of events and activities. He fulfilled this role for our events at the station, over many 
years. It was always a joy to receive the electronic file of pictures which marvellously 
captured the atmosphere of the occasion as well as the more formal aspects. 
Arthur regularly attended our Santa Arrival and we will miss his cheerful presence – 
whatever the weather. 

 
 



Toilet Pod – not happening! 
 
The heading says it all. A drainage survey has concluded that the aged drainage on the 
station site cannot cater to a new toilet pod. 
 
Rail Timetable 
 
National rail timetable changes in May have made only minor changes to our local times, 
of a minute or so in some departure times. It is worth checking in case your regular service 
is affected. 
 

 
 
Membership  
 
Membership of FORHS is free. New members are always welcome, with whatever skills 
and ideas you can bring, whether it be gardening, IT, campaigning or any other. Be 
assured that we also value it when people who do not have time for an active role join, as 
this enables us to communicate with you easily and demonstrates interest in our station. 
However, it has to be recognised that the current committee members are all getting 
older and we really do hope to find some people to join in and share the work that 
we do. Whether or not you choose to join, do please follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
(X).  
 
And you can always email us with comments or queries:  
 
forhs142@gmail.com  
 
Also, find us at www.forhs.org.uk   
 
Working groups  
We usually work at the station the first Sunday morning of the month, from 10.00am, so do 
drop in to have a look at us, if you can. But please check our notice board or website for 
dates, as sometimes these change. We expect to have additional midweek gardening 
sessions throughout the summer.  
 

 
Rachel Singer  

Chair, the Friends of Rose Hill Station  

 
 

http://www.forhs.org.uk/

